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rangements, that he guessed would come out well enough;
but evidently did not himself know, or, if he knew, was
unwilling or unable to explain.

This is another specimen of the maladministration and
improper interference of the Secretary of State. Com-
mencing with the first expedition sent out to supply Sum-
ter, which he took measures to defeat, there has been on
his part a constant succession of wrong acts, impertinent
intrigues in the affairs of other Departments, blunders
and worse than blunders, that disgrace the Administra-
tion. There is unmistakable rascality in this cotton order.
Thurlow Weed was here about the time it was issued, and
it will not surprise me if he has an interest in it.

Seward thinks to keep his own name out of the transac-
tion. The President has been made to believe that the
order was essential; the Secretary of State has so presented
the subject to him that he probably thought it a duty.
There are times when I can hardly persuade myself that
the President's natural sagacity has been so duped, but his
confidence in Seward is great, although he must know him
to be, I will not say a trickster, because of his position and
our association, but over-cunning to be strictly honest.
And when I say this, I do not apply to him dishonesty in
money transactions when dealing with men, or the gov-
ernment perhaps, but political cheating, deceiving, wrong
administration. He knows this scheme to bring out cotton
was a fraud, and hence, instead of coming directly to me,
who have charge of the blockade, or bringing the question
before the Cabinet in a frank and honorable manner, there
is this secret, roundabout proceeding, so characteristic of
the Secretary of State.

He insisted on a blockade at the beginning. Would not
listen to closing the ports. Would make it an international,
not permit it to be a domestic, question. Now, in violation
of international law and of fair and honorable blockade, he
and his friends are secretly bringing out cotton from Texas.
This is not in good faith, but is prostituting the govern-